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University of Montana
Office of N ew s and PublicationsNEWS RELEASE Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
August 30, 1990
UM, COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER LAUNCH JOINT CLINIC OPERATION 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana and Community Medical Center are 
joining forces to provide services to people with a variety of 
disabilities via an on-campus clinic.
The new Human Development Center is expected to begin providing 
services this fall in the clinic formerly occupied by UM's 
Communication Sciences and Disorders department, which was 
discontinued in June. The center will be a division of the 
university's Rural Institute on Disabilities (currently undergoing a 
name change from the Institute for Human Resources) and a department 
of CMC's rehabilitation center.
The joint venture will enable UM to retain its clinical teaching 
facility and extend the range of services beyond those of CSD, rural 
institute director Rick Offner said. The interdisciplinary center 
will provide hands-on experience for students in many UM departments, 
including pharmacy, social work, psychology, physical therapy and 
teacher education, he said, and for students in Montana State 
University's nursing program.
"This will be an important advantage for students, providing 
real-world clinical studies in a setting that their teachers are 
involved with, too," Offner said. "We look at this as kind of a
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model for how universities can become more involved in the community 
and benefit both the community and students."
UM and CMC have agreed to provide $50,000 each in cash or in- 
kind resources for each of the next two years, said Charles Page, CMC 
vice president for rehabilitation services. The center is expected 
to become self-supporting by the end of that two-year period, he 
said, deriving funding from fees, contracts and grants.
The university will supply the building and equipment, he said, 
and the medical center will provide the services of clinical 
professionals such as physical and occupational therapists, speech 
pathologists, audiologists, social workers, nurses and dietitians.
The teaching clinic will give CMC personnel a valuable 
continuing education resource and may help recruit new medical 
professionals, Page said.
"In Missoula, we have a wealth of resources," he said, "but not 
having a medical school, there's an element missing, at least for 
some. I think the relationship with the university and that 
opportunity to get involved with teaching and research 
will be a well-received opportunity for physicians.
"What's important to me is that we can do some things together 
that neither organization would ever be able to do alone ... 
delivering some services to unserved or under-served individuals or 
groups," Page said. Such groups might include adults with 
developmental disabilities, people with learning disabilities, senior 
citizens and indigent individuals, he said.
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Offner stressed the importance of continuing use of the former 
CSD clinic rather than letting a "state-of-the-art teaching clinical 
facility" go to waste. The clinic features observation areas for 
students, cameras that record clinical procedures, and about $300,000 
worth of sophisticated audiometry eguipment in a section that rests 
on a separate foundation to minimize vibration, he said.
And, he said, UM needs to continue providing clinical services 
to low-income citizens to satisfy reguirements of the federal Hill- 
Burton Act, which funded the remodeling project that established the 
clinic. If the university stopped using the clinic, it would have to 
repay about $250,000 in federal funds, he said.
The clinic operation is the latest in a series of cooperative 
arrangements between the university and Community Medical Center, 
Offner said, noting that CMC has provided the clinical services unit 
for his institute s research and training division for several years.
Officials hope to hire a director for the Human Development 
Center within the next two months and begin operating the center this 
In the meantime, Page said, UM and CMC officials will work out 
a formal contract for the center's operation.
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